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Abstract

This study develops a historically grounded understanding of contextualism in post-Islamic Iranian
architecture through a deconstructive approach. Rather than examining architectural styles through
their physical characteristics alone, it investigates the conceptual and discursive transformations of
the notion of “context,” emphasizing the role of extra-architectural correlates and the instability of
meaning across different historical periods. In this perspective, context is understood not as a fixed
physical condition but as a discursive construct shaped by power, culture, language, and history.
The research addresses the limitations of existing studies, which have largely adopted descriptive
approaches focused on stylistic features while overlooking the processes of meaning production and the
influence of dominantdiscourses. Employing a qualitative methodology grounded in Jacques Derrida’s
theory ofdeconstruction, the studyanalyzesbinary oppositions, semantic structures, and powerrelations
through textual and architectural sources. Six major architectural styles—Khorasani, Razi, Azari,
Isfahani, Qajar, and contemporary architecture—are examined through coding and thematic analysis.
The findings reveal that contextualism has been continuously redefined through changes in political,
religious, cultural, and social discourses. In the Khorasani style, contextualism is associated with
Islamic asceticism, local materials, and socio-religious structures. The Razi style reflects the
growing influence of religious institutions and urban organization, while the Azari style expresses
courtly power through monumental ornamentation. During the Safavid period, the Isfahani style
employed urban space to reinforce national-religious authority. In the Qajar period, contextualism
was shaped by the tension between local tradition and Western modernity, whereas contemporary
architecture reflects the conflict between identity revival and global technological influences.
The thematic analysis identifies four principal dimensions of contextualism: the relationship between
center and periphery, conceptual binaries, the influence of power structures, and the role of extra-
architectural correlates, including cultural, political, economic, and religious factors. The study
concludes that contextualism in Iranian architecture is not a fixed or unified concept but a dynamic
and historically reconstructed phenomenon produced through discursive formations and power
relations. Accordingly, context should be interpreted as a historically contingent and continuously
evolving construct rather than an essential or universal architectural principle.
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