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Abstract

In Iranian art and architecture, calligraphy is considered a very important source of decoration in
buildings, with a more prominent manifestation in historical structures. In past eras, our country,
Iran, has been home to skilled calligraphers who, with knowledge and awareness, utilized various
scripts to shape inscriptions and decorations, leading to artistic and architectural transformation.
This is particularly evident in religious places such as Friday mosques (Masjed-e Jame), which
served as public gathering centers and focal points for artists and rulers. The inscriptions on the main
iwans (porticos) of Friday mosques, often facing the dome chamber, have consistently attracted the
attention of illustrators and calligraphers throughout history. Through their art, they bestowed an
aura of sanctity and spirituality upon these buildings, marking a peak for the presentation of their
art and creativity. These beautiful scripts in the Iwan inscriptions of mosques reached their peak,
flourishing during the Safavid and Qajar periods, necessitating their examination and study.

The objective of the present research is a comparative study of the Thulth, Nastaliq, and Kufic
scripts used in the main iwans of Friday mosques during the Safavid and Qajar periods. The research
question is: What changes and transformations have occurred in the Thulth, Nastaliq, and Kufic
scripts used in the inscriptions of the main iwans of mosques during the Qajar period, compared to
the Safavid period?

In this research, the method is interpretive-historical with a historical-comparative approach. First,
through library study, documents and information about calligraphy and mosque architecture in the
mentioned eras are collected. Subsequently, through field study and the preparation of photographs
of these scripts, the research data is interpreted and analyzed. Furthermore, the sampling method in
this research is cluster sampling.

The research findings indicate that in the main iwans of mosques during the Safavid period, Thulth
script was used more by artists in inscriptions compared to Nastaliq and Kufic. However, in the
Qajar era, Nastaliq and Kufic scripts gained favor. The research result shows that the form, content,
and application of Thulth, Nastaliq, and Kufic scripts in the inscriptions of the main iwans of Friday
mosques during the Qajar period differ compared to Safavid architecture, which can be attributed to
political and cultural developments.
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