https://jria.iust.ac.ir
Journal of Reasearches in Islamic Architecture / Vol. 12 / No.3 / Autumn 2024 / 36-55

-

\

Identifying the values of architectural and urbanism heritage in
urban development plans (case study: northwest region of iran)

$

ryui |
Mozaffar Abbaszadeh *

Associate Professor, Faculty of Architecture, Urban Planning and Art, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran.

Reza Karimi

PhD of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Planning and Environmental Sciences, Tabriz University,
Urmia, Iran.

Received: 2023/07/19 Accepted: 2024/09/08

Abstract

Historic urban fabric are symbols of originality and identity in our city, and have high values. These
structures, as architectural and urban heritage, have been inherited from our predecessors for us as a
memory. Our responsibility towards this precious heritage is to understand its underlying values, and
to preserve and promote it. But as it should be, the values of these textures do not have a proper place
in the study process of urban development plans. Based on this, this research seeks to answer the
question, what is the place of architectural heritage and urban planning in the description of services
and urban development plans, and how can it take steps to achieve the right place? Based on the goal,
the current research is practical and in terms of research method, it is descriptive-analytical. The
strategy used is interpretive strategy and logical reasoning. The method of collecting information is
library and documents. According to the type of research and its strategy, the present article can be
called one of the qualitative articles. In order to achieve the goal of the research, first, the values of
architectural heritage and urban planning were extracted based on the study of numerous sources,
and then their place in the description of services of urban development plans was evaluated. Finally,
by matching the extracted values with the service description of the (comprehensive) development
plans of Urmia, Maragheh, Tabriz and Meshginshahr cities, it has been addressed to provide solutions
for the practical realization of the place of architectural and urban planning values in the service
description of urban development plans. With the arrival of modernism in Iran and the imposition of
a new spatial arrangement resulting from it on the historical contexts of old cities, responding to the
social and cultural needs of the residents has been forgotten. The multiplicity of procedures and their
sectional nature and the impact of relevant policies from sectional decisions without philosophical
and theoretical support is the bottleneck that developing countries are currently facing. Therefore;
urban heritage cannot be imagined as an isolated phenomenon, an enclosed area that is protected
from the external forces of change due to plans and regulations. The work process was such that
first the values of architectural heritage and urban planning were introduced and a category that
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could be extracted from it was presented, and then a comparative study of the realization of these
values was carried out in the description of study services of comprehensive and detailed plans,
description of special and non-homogeneous services, and in the next step with the application of
pathology, the reasons for its non-fulfillment have been studied in these plans. In this regard, in
order to carefully examine the issue of the development plans of several cities in the northwestern
region of the country, it has been studied. The results of the research show that urban development
plans, as the most important urban planning documents in the field of paying attention to the values
of architectural heritage and urban development and its application in order to protect this heritage,
have performed poorly and the right place has not been considered for it. In this regard, the special
plans for the protection and revival of the historical area have been successful in paying attention
to the many values of the historical contexts and have covered many existing gaps, but they still
have disadvantages. The comparative study of the types of architectural and urban heritage values
shows that in the description of the services of comprehensive and detailed plans, the most focus
is on historical and cultural values, while in the description of the services of special plans for the
protection and revitalization of the area Historical-cultural, today’s values, which include a wide
range of scientific-educational, tourism, economic, functional and political values, have received
more attention. In summing up the reviewed experiences, it can be stated that although historical
contexts did not have a place until several decades after the entry and implementation of urban
development plans in the country, with the passage of time and the experience of the transition period,
historical contexts have gained value and dignity in urban development plans; But this position is
only summarized in physical and tourism values and identity, historical, social, economic, political
and aesthetic aspects have been marginalized. In general, in urban development plans, one should
avoid looking at historical textures as an island, so that other textures can be used as a support for old
textures. In the following, based on the results, solutions are proposed with the aim of eliminating
this shortcoming and the appropriate calculation and application of values in urban development
plans, so that the study, review and presentation of a suitable plan in an integrated manner for the
whole city in terms of the differences and unique characteristics of each part of the city can be a lot
to resolve urban heritage issues.
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