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Abstract

Urban renovation is a strategic issue in Iran urban development, and is considered central to
many other urban planning documents. The deteriorated areas of cities may cause a variety
of social and economic problems for their inhabitants. Living in such areas, may deprive
residents from opportunities (such as access to educational space, access to health services,
and sense of belonging to a good neighborhood), and so, undermine their human dignity.
For this reason, it is necessary for urban planners to consider the issue of human dignity
when defining goals and strategies for renovating deteriorated urban areas. In Tehran,
the comprehensive plan (approved in 2007) has identified strategies for the renovation
of deteriorated urban areas. In terms of economics, the comprehensive plan of Tehran
proposes a «no cost» renovation strategy, meaning that the renovation process should
be realized with the municipal incomes from inside of the deteriorated areas themselves
(without no dependence on the income of from richer areas of the city). This research
questions wheather such a strategy is a suitable one from the point of view of human
dignity? In other words, is it consistent with the concept of human dignity to provide the
budget required to support renovation in deteriorated areas by billing the same areas?

Human dignity is a relatively complex concept, and there may not be a complete consensus
on the definition and criteria for its measurement. This paper, however, focuses on the views
of Sayyid Musa al-Sadr, a religious researcher, author and thinker who has written, spoken
and undertaken practical measures to address the concept of human dignity. According to the
humanitarian and Islamic context of his ideas, this paper, by explaining the views of Sayyid
Musa al-Sadr, has tried to present a theoretical framework for measuring human dignity
in urban development programs. Then, based on this framework, this article evaluates the
economic strategy of Tehranys renovation projects. In order to evaluate the urban renewal
strategy in Tehran>s comprehensive plan, this research has conducted a semi-structured
interview with two groups of experts: First, the experts at Tehran Center for Urban Studies
and Planning (as the conductor of Tehran Comprehensive Plan), and the second, the experts
at Tehran Renovation Organization (as the responsible organization for urban renewal).

* shokouhi@iust.ac.ir
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The interviews proceeded to a theoretical saturation (a total of 15 interviews).

Research findings show that human dignity can be measured by seven criteria: «maintaining and
promoting unity in society», «creating opportunities for progress for all citizens», «considering
people equal, except for superiority in piety, endeavor and knowledge», «dealing with people>s
needs», «acknowledgement of responsibility towards others by all citizens», «considering
human freedoms» and «institutionalizing the empowerment of the disadvantaged». According
to these criteria, this paper shows considerable divergence between the economic strategy of
«No Cost Urban Renewal», which has been emphasized by the comprehensive plan of Tehran,
and the concept on human dignity.

Keywords: Urban Renovation, Human Dignity, Tehran Comprehensive plan, Sayyid Musa al-Sadr.
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