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Abstract

Inrecentyears in the Muslim countries, due to clear separation of Islamic teachings
-which is the most important cultural factor- and contemporary architecture
and urbanism, a controversy has developed on “what are the true factors and
features of Islamic architecture?”. House as an important element for joining the
architecture and lifestyle, plays a key role in the separation mentioned above.
In academic literature and public opinion, there has been always a believe that
“traditional architecture” is exactly what we assume as “Islamic architecture”.
This statement is based on personal observation and must be proved or disproved
with an academic scrutiny. The goal of This research is to find out how much this
statement is correct, at least in the scope of its case study which is the traditional
housing of Qom city (Qajar and Pahlavi period) in Iran.

To extract Islamic housing indicators, the general agreement of Muslim architects
who have worked and spent time and efforts in the field of Islamic housing, have
been used. Twelve architects have been recognized. These architects are M.K.
Pirnia, M. Hamzehnejad, M.M. Raeisi, M. Nari Qomi, Besim Selim Hakim, A.M.
Ranjbar Kermani, A. Noghrehkar, Spahic Omer, K. Navaei & K. Hajighasemi,
Hisham Mortadha, M. Naghizadeh, M.R. Bemanian.

Indicator which claim a clear feature of an Islamic house, came out of the
researches of these architects. Out of 321 total indicators, some were removed
due to repetition. 180 unique Indicators were listed based on their total repetition.
11 Indicators were claimed by more than the half of architects which only seven
of them were able to be evaluated through pictures and plans of the selected 14
historical houses. Houses were scored according to their adaption to indicators.
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Based on this research, the selected houses got 82 scores out of 98 total scores (83.6%).
The following houses: Ayatollah Borujerdi, Ayatollah Haeri, Rahbari, Hallajzadeh &
Salamati had the most adaption with Islamic housing indicators and Mohammad Zand
house was the least of them. This research shows that traditional houses of Qom city
are highly adapted with Islamic principles of housing, so the belive mentioned at the
first part of paper, has proved

Keywords: Islamic Housing, Qom Traditional Houses, Islamic Housing Indicators, Traditional
Architecture and Islamic Arhitecture Relatio.
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