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Abstract

Since man has been engaged in architecture, he has paid attention to the spiritual , inner needs and
aesthetics sense too. Today, in architecture, aesthetics is limited to formal secondary factors due to
lack of the systematic and applied explanation, while this concept has a more definition and is closely
related to structure, details of construction, audience and environment. Iranian architecture that has
manifested aesthetics over many years age, has been a rich source for adapting the principles of
aesthetics in architecture. Quantitative and qualitative foundations in traditional architecture, which
are related to the aesthetics and visual principles set on structure and proportions, lead to aesthetics
appearance. Accordingly This research tries to answer the question: how are aesthetics principles
engaged in Iranian architecture in order to utilizing them in contemporary architecture.

The analysis of the houses was carried out in Mashhad because of its historical background, which
was a rich source of architectural works. In this research, current findings of different schools and
philosophers viewpoints about aesthetics were collected next analyzed and Interpreted with content
analysis method which they formed the criteria of analysis. Using the documentations, 10 types of
Mashhad historical houses were analyzed with aesthetics factors, all of them were belonged to Qajar
period. In this analysis, according to architectural changes affected from historical conditions (Qajar
period), the spatial & structural principles of the houses belonged to the first period and the beginning
of the second period were conformed with aesthetics criteria. While the houses belonged to second
Qajar period, they included elements as sloping roofs, and issues like: having less application of the
symmetry and proportionality in the plan & fagade, and more extravagance, which is a conception of
Western architecture and doesn’t fit to regional culture and climate.

Keywords: Architectural Aesthetics, Iranian Architecture, Qajar Period, Mashhad Historical Houses.
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