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Abstract
An analysis of the entrances of houses in Tabriz indicates that this component of the dwelling, under
the influence of the city’s cultural, social, economic, and technological transformations, has
undergone a complex process of continuity and change in entrance patterns. The main research
problem, in addition to issues such as the lack of coherent studies on the transition of residential
entrance patterns and the occasional irregularity or lack of pattern in entrances noted by some
scholars, stems from serious concerns regarding a potential rupture in the indigenous entrance pattern.
The necessity of the problem is the need to understand the stability or instability of the pattern over
time, while a number of researchers insist on the stability of the pattern and a number of researchers
believe that the fundamental and valuable principles of the entry pattern have lost their strong position
and there is no trace of the past entry pattern in today's buildings. Despite this contradiction and
exploration, addressing the stability or disruption of the entry pattern, even in the city of Tabriz,
which is one of the oldest cities in Iran, has created serious concerns about the disruption of the native
pattern.
Accordingly, the question is: In the process of transition, what is the proportion of continuity or
discontinuity in the pattern of Tabriz houses from the Qajar era to the present?This research aims to
explicate the entrance pattern of Tabriz houses and to examine the trajectory of its transformation
from the Qajar era to the present. The research method is a combination of quantitative-qualitative
and comparative. the use of content analysis with MAXQDA statistical analysis software to extract
concepts and quantify the entry pattern for examination in case studies, as well as a comparative study
of the entry pattern of houses in different periods, inferring similarities and differences, and
examining the trend of changes with a comparative study by George F. Brady.The results emphasize
that identifying and articulating entrance patterns can contribute to improving the quality of
contemporary housing in Tabriz preserving the city’s historical and cultural identity while responding
to present-day needs. Consequently, this research not only offers a deeper understanding of the
dynamics of Tabriz architecture over time, but also provides guidance for future context-sensitive and
environmentally responsive design.

Keywords: entrance pattern, transition, houses of Tabriz, Qajar house
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Introduction

The entrance is one of the most significant architectural elements, functioning as an interface between
urban space and the interior domain of a building. Re-examining the entrance patterns of houses is
important not only for understanding the history of Iranian architecture, but also for proposing
sustainable entrance solutions for contemporary housing that align with local identity and current
needs. Despite the abundance of descriptive studies on the historic houses of Tabriz, there is still no
comprehensive research that analyzes entrance patterns through the theoretical lens of vernacular
architectural theories and the concepts of sustainability and adaptability of patterns. Most existing
studies focus on documentation and typological analysis of houses, while paying less attention to the
mechanisms through which entrance patterns have either persisted or changed from the Qajar period
to the present. The central research question is: How has the entrance pattern of Tabriz houses
transitioned from the Qajar era to the present?

This study is therefore conducted with the aim of explicating the entrance pattern of Tabriz houses
and examining the trajectory of its transition from the Qajar era onward. In essence, the overall
objective is to provide a causal and theoretical explanation of the processes of sustainability and
adaptability of entrance patterns in Tabriz houses. The methodology combines qualitative and
guantitative approaches, including: typological analysis (examining drawings, plans, elevations, and
other representations of selected houses from different periods), assessment of environmental data and
passive design responses, documentary and historical analysis (using archival sources, maps, and
historical texts), and qualitative interviews (with architects, conservation specialists, long-term
residents, and contemporary users to uncover the semantic layers of entrance patterns). Accordingly,
this research is expected to contribute to the theoretical literature of Iranian vernacular architecture by
offering a comprehensive and analytical depiction of entrance patterns in Tabriz houses and clarifying
the causes of their persistence or transformation, thereby providing a foundation for contemporary
design aligned with local identity.

Research Background

A number of studies have addressed related themes, including: the role of designers’ lived experience
in representing architectural archetypes, reinterpretation of patterns, evaluation of patterns and
identification of influential physical factors in architecture, redefining desirable Iranian—Islamic
design patterns, the structure of the Iranian—Islamic pattern language, the formulation of new patterns
through shape grammar in architecture and their modernization, and other similar topics. However, in
the context of entrance design patterns in the houses of Tabriz, no research was found that reviews
and interprets the transition of patterns from the perspective of an architect, based on design drawings
and documentary evidence.

Methodology

In terms of research method, this study is a descriptive survey-based research grounded in qualitative
and interpretive structures, which seeks to investigate the subject through a descriptive—analytical
framework. To achieve the desired results and respond to the research question, the first step involves
identifying the entrance pattern of Tabriz houses from the Qajar era to the present through the
examination of documents, drawings, and field surveys, using a descriptive—analytical method. In the
second step, after identifying the entrance pattern, its structure—namely formal/spatial (place-based)
patterns and conceptual (event-based) patterns—is examined. By extracting the entrance patterns of
the studied samples, similarities and differences are analyzed through deductive reasoning, and the
occurred transition is interpreted and explained.

Analysis and Conclusion

Through the study of a large body of documents and drawings of Tabriz houses from the Qajar era to
the present, and the extraction of their numerical data through an exploratory and careful reading, the
transition of the entrance pattern becomes evident. As the user’s first encounter with the spatial
organization of the house, the entrance pattern constitutes one of the most fundamental components of
both spatial and event-based patterns in the residential architecture of Tabriz, undergoing notable
transformations from the Qajar period onward under the influence of Tabriz’s cold and dry climate,
the cultural principle of privacy, social transformations, and technological changes.

During the Qajar era, the entrance pattern was defined by a complex and introverted structure,
including bent corridors, floor level differences, and multilayered control of visibility and movement,
embodying a combination of spatial patterns (spatial hierarchy, physical proportions, orientation,



adjacency) and event-based patterns (family privacy, hospitality rituals, and movement management).
Thus, the entrance was not merely a physical space but a socio-cultural and ritual event.

With the advent of the Pahlavi periods, economic transformations, changes in the urban fabric, and
the emergence of modern urban order caused the entrance pattern to shift from complex introverted
forms toward simpler, more direct configurations compatible with the street-based urban structure.
Angled and semi-dark entrances were replaced by direct entryways and circulation without bends; the
significance of ritual separation of guest and family circulation diminished, giving way to patterns
oriented toward speed, functionalism, and ease of daily use. Changes in materials, industrial
construction, and shifting needs also altered proportions and openness in entrance elements. This
period can be interpreted as a transition from privacy-oriented to function-oriented entrance patterns.
In the post-revolution era to the present, the entrance pattern has increasingly become minimal and
compact, owing to apartment living, reduced plot sizes, and new construction standards. Since the
case-study drawings were drawn from affluent residential contexts, this research employed content
analysis and MAXQDA software for simultaneous coding of spatial and event-based patterns,
enabling identification of adaptability and continuity at both deep levels (needs, behavior, spatial
logic) and surface levels (form, dimensions, physical configuration). The findings reveal a process of
formal change and logical continuity in the historical trajectory: while the physical form of entrances
became simpler and smaller from the Qajar to the Pahlavi era, in the post-revolutionary period the
entrance, though limited in space, adopts multiple design strategies (pre-entrances, curved staircases,
expansive lobbies) through which the fundamental logic of controlling visibility, creating transitional
space, and managing spatial hierarchy remains traceable in deeper layers of design.



