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Abstract

This study investigates how two Iranian martyrs’ memorials architecturally encode cultural
memory and national identity. Analyzing the memorials at Imam Hossein University and Pounak
Research Science University through semiotic methodology, we examine five design systems:
environmental context, structural composition, circulation patterns, functionality, and landscape.
The Imam Hossein memorial’s minimalist “white box” geometry evokes spiritual
transcendence, while Pounak’s traditional techniques connect to Iran’s architectural heritage.
Both successfully translate martyrdom concepts into spatial experiences through Islamic
proportions, symbolic materials, and carefully designed pathways that guide commemorative
rituals. Three key design syntheses emerge: blending historical principles with contemporary
needs, materializing cultural values, and mediating between individual and collective memory.
Findings reveal these memorials function as three-dimensional narratives where every architectural
element carries layered meanings. They transform visitation into collective memory journeys while
balancing spirituality with physical design. The study demonstrates how traditional Islamic design
principles can address modern commemorative needs through innovative spatial storytelling.
While limited to two case studies, the research provides architects with a framework evaluating
the physical and cultural dimensions of memorial design. It shows how architecture can preserve
complex historical narratives across generations through a culturally grounded spatial composition
that resonates with contemporary audiences. The memorials’ success lies in their ability to maintain
profound semantic depth while meeting modern functional requirements - offering valuable
insights for designing meaningful commemorative spaces in culturally specific contexts worldwide.
This work contributes to architectural theory by highlighting design strategies that sustain
cultural continuity while innovatively addressing present-day commemorative needs. It positions
architecture as a powerful medium for transmitting collective memory through carefully crafted
spatial experiences rooted in, yet not constrained by, tradition.
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