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Abstract

Hierarchy can rule the world or human handicrafts naturally or by a human. This principle plays a significant
role in the regeneration and construction of a complex, leading to its identification. Observing hierarchy in
the construction of the buildings has been one of the rules, resulting in the spatial arrangement in different
buildings, including mosques. Due to the commitment and adherence to his/her beliefs, the human has formed
his/her surrounding architecture in a way to observe a particular hierarchy and can reflect his/her thoughts. In
the meantime, the mosques have a more complicated hierarchy due to their sense of spirituality. Observing the
sequence and principles of the hierarchy used in mosques for years has a direct impact on people’s emotions
and activities during visiting the mosques as the formed activity has a direct relationship with the human and
his/her mindsets on the mosque and leads to creating the sense of belonging to the place. Sense of the place
is one of the concepts considered and mentioned by various scholars nowadays. According to scholars, its
importance is due to creating identity and a sense of the belonging by the sense of the place and its related
components. The sense of belonging to the place is one of the components of the sense of the place, addressing
people’s experiences of being present in places and the mental images embedded in their minds and resulting
in creating a type of sense of the belonging based on the experience. It is manifested experimentally and
perceptually in the human, obtained by communicating with the environment. The theorists have stated it
in different ways. Considering the sense of belonging physically and paying attention to its aspects are of
significant importance. The effect of the physical elements on the individual creates the meaning of the sense
of belonging and its embedment in the viewer’s mind. Body, activity, and mental image are the components
that can be imagined for the place. Accurate study of Quranic concepts also shows a trace of attention to
the signs, so that the body of nature concerning the human has secrets and mysteries and concepts that are
mentioned in many verses of the Quran and God refers to it by Ayeh, i.e., sign. In the Islamic area, it can be
said that symbolic, semiotics, and allegorical factors can be manifested in physical elements because they are
dependent on time and place and are perceived and meaningful for the thinking and conscious human being.
Given the importance of the body, the perceived codes from the physical surfaces are influential in directing
the individuals in the environment. Without guidance in the environment, a person can reach the goal
with the first presence based on the perception of the body. It can be said that the individual is constantly
decoding to have a better understanding of the environment. The human-environment relationship will tell
the human how to behave in the environment and use the non-verbal relationship with the environment
through the body and hierarchy. The mosque is also one of the manifestations of the emergence of
meaning in the body. Also, according to the approach of the body designed in it, it affects its emotions,




yo > o Jlo INF e s [gus 5 (o 5k [ oMl (£ 5bono (sloingy dslilnd

and its activity in the mosque creates a suitable mental image of the experience of visiting. After the Qajar
period and in Pahlavi and Islamic Republic eras, due to making changes in the model of the mosques,
their hierarchy changed. Thus, considering the effect of hierarchy on individuals’ activity and mindsets,
it is required to study the relationship between the hierarchy and the sense of belonging to the place.
The current study aims to investigate the physical changes of the mosques and their effects on user’s sense of
belonging to the place when visiting the mosque. Thus, the following question must be answered: how does
hierarchy affect creating the sense of belonging to the place in mosques? The questions were investigated
qualitatively using the library and field studies in the research method. The present study was conducted
by providing a research model based on the physical form of the mosques and evaluating it based on the
adaptation of the hierarchy and analyzing the physical elements affecting the sense of belonging to the place.
The findings show that some of the physical elements in the mosques changed over time, which is understood
through the difference in the physical signs of the hierarchy. Moreover, eliminating the hierarchy in some
mosques affected the users’ activity and interaction in the space and will have a significant impact on creating
the audience’s mental image of the mosque. The research results indicate that the hierarchy and sense of
belonging to the place in mosques complement each other so that changing the sequence or deleting the
hierarchy in each period causes the nature of the physical elements to change from the pause to the movement
or pass through the hierarchy. Therefore, as a result of this change, experiencing and perceiving the physical
signs in the hierarchy are not properly conducted and affect the individual’s sense of belonging to the place.

Keywords:Hierarchy, body, mental image, activity, sense of belonging to the place




