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Abstract

The holy shrine of Razavi is among the most magnificent monuments with a treasure trove
of calligraphy Among these works, inscriptions and stone motifs are inlaid with the two
domes of Hatam Khani and the Tohidkhaneh which are intuitive in terms of visual quality
and content of inscriptions used. The construction of these two porticos dates back to
the Safavid period The architecture of this period, unlike the Timurid architecture, which
sought greatness in structure, may be said, they paid more attention to the principles of
aesthetics and architectural decorations than to the depth and life of the building. The
dome of Hatamkhani at down with Imam Reza was built by Hatamkhan Ordobadi, Amin
al-Dawlah Shah Abbas Safavid and the portico of Tawhidkhaneh was built in the north of
the shrine of Hazrat Reza (AS). The stone plinth of these two porches includes decorations
with traditional motifs and inscriptions.

The purpose of this research is to analyze the visual and thematic structure of the
inscriptions and carved decorations in the stone porch of the two porches. So, what is the
visual structure of the inscriptions on the walls of the Hatmakhani and the Tohidkhaneh?
what are the themes and content of the inscriptions? And what is the reason for using the
Sols calligraphy in Quranic prayer inscriptions and the Nastaliq calligraphy in literary
inscriptions? Research methodology is descriptive-analytical and comparative and data
collection is based on library documents and field studies. The findings show that the content
of the inscriptions is based on Qunanic concepts and prayers with the Sols calligraphy,
literary fragments with the Nastaliq calligraphy. The subjects are kindness and friendship
of the Ahl al-Bayt and God»s forgiveness. The religious themes of these inscriptions are
based on Shiite beliefs and are a manifestation of the devotion of the followers to the
infallible Imams. The inscriptions are the Sols, Nastaliq and Naskh edition, which have
a dynamic appearance due to their circular shape The use of these calligraphies has been
associated with the basics of calligraphy, which have been synchronized with the visual
capabilities of these two types for easy readability. The inscriptions of the two porches
were observed as Toomari &Kamarbandi and Single-row. The Sols inscription of Hatem

* elahefatehi86@gmail.com ** a.sheikhi@art.ac.ir

This artiextracted from the master's thesis entitled: Investigating the inscriptions and motifs of the stone plinths of the
Razavi shrine (A case study of the porchs of Dar al-Hifaz, Dar al-Siyadeh, Hatam Khani and Tawhidkhaneh) under the
guidance of Dr. Alireza Sheikhi) Assistant Professor of University of Art) at Ferdows Institute of Higher Education.
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Khanis porch is in terms of visual composition, including Toomari &Kamarbandi inscriptions.
These inscriptions are written in a variety of vertical and horizontal combinations with a striking
visual and corresponding melody. The visual structure of the inscriptions is in geometric, oval,
circular, and square formats, often with horizontal and vertical compositions repeated with
symmetrical, alternating and consistent visual tunes.

The reason for using the Sols &Nastaliq scripts was that this result was extracted: The Sols
calligraphy of writing is often based on horizontal letters and has the property of placing letters
and words between each other. Therefore, in a small space, it is possible to write a relatively
long text and decorate it with the use of Arabic writing symbols. So, Sols calligraphy is more
readable and more explicit. Therefore, the Sols calligraphy is the best option for prayer and
Quranic inscriptions. Nasta)liq calligraphy creates a beautiful harmony due to the circular
letters and the elongation of the horizontal letters. The inscriptions are often topped with
arabesque motifs or integrated pattern of arabesque and Khatai. It was also observed that the
arabesque frames were designed to soften the space of the portico and to somehow decorate the
inscriptions. arabesque and Khatai designs, as well as triangular next to the inscriptions, have
been used to decorate and emphasize the text.

Keywords: Razavi Shrine, porch Hatamkhani, porch Tohidkhaneh, inscription and Motif.
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