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Abstract

The mosque as a socio-religious center for the continuation of a dynamic life needs
enrichment in its relationship with the context, which is achieved through humane, physical
and natural connection with the external environment. Establishing a proper connection
between the building and the background of its formation is one of the most important
architectural points. The role of in-between spaces in creating connection and disconnection
is mentally and objectively significant in determining the quality of this relationship.
Depending on the scale of the elements, the quality of the in-between spaces and its nature
also changes in different conditions. In-between spaces which connect the mosque with
the external environment can be studied from different functional, structural, semantic
aspects and also it can be examined in terms of historical developments, location and
urban communication, and Islamic wisdom. In these studies, scale also plays an important
role that can vary from macro scale (relationship of mosque with city) to middle scale
(relationship of elements and in-between spaces) and micro scale (elements of mosque). In
this study, the quality of the space between the mosque and the outside environment in the
middle scale and the space that the visitors see when crossing the street and entering the
mosque, has been studied. Thus, the in- between space is examined as a space that creates
the connection between the mosque and the outside environment. The analysis of this
connection is limited to the entrance space of the mosque, from the outside to the entrance
of the nave. It is assumed that the outward-inward path plays an important role in preparing
the payers to receive a spiritual sense of closeness to the mosque nave. Depending on the
type of design, sometimes this path is formed indoors and sometimes outdoors and semi-
outdoors. The main question is what are the functional and semantic features of this path
in modern or traditional structures? How can this relationship be explained in terms of
structure-function and its effect on receiving implicit meanings? the purpose of this study is
to explain relationship between the mosque and the external urban environment in order to
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improve the status of existing mosques and improve the design of future mosques. The research method
is logical reasoning in which the characteristics of the in-between space passing outside and inside the
mosque in three aspects of structure, function and meaning in twelve selected samples of contemporary
regional mosques of Tehran has been analyzed ranging from traditional to modern. After examining
the structural and functional features of the exterior and interior connection of the mosque, the implicit
purpose has been analyzed using the technique of semantic differentiation. The semantic differentiation
method is used to express people’s feelings about space, in which bipolar attributes are used. These
attributes are set in relation to the purpose of the research, so those attributes were selected those express
implicit meanings in relation to the exterior of mosques until their entrance to the nave. By examining
the semantic difference diagrams in the two groups of mosques with a modern and traditional design, it
can be said that the entrance space in modern mosques, by reinforcing attributes such as spaciousness,
excitement, and pretension, instead of creating a spiritual and functional connection between the outside
and inside space of the mosque, represented a stronger physical appearance. In general, the findings show
that in the design of most contemporary mosques, instead of updating the spiritual foundations hidden
in the traditional patterns, the devotional and social efficiency of the mosque has been reduced to daily
functions. These results, in the order and hierarchy of the spatial layers of the mosque interior and exterior
connection, show that traditional patterns are more successful than modern patterns in most aspects.
Most contemporary mosques, instead of being a focal point for responding to the spiritual needs of the
people, are more in the service of ancillary functions such as holding official and occasional ceremonies.
In this regard, sometimes the entrance of separate halls for ceremonies is given more importance than
the hierarchy of entrance and proximity for the spiritual-praying function of the mosque. The formation
of in-between space of the mosque interior and exterior can be balanced with design arrangements.
These spatial layers start from the outer space and the counter of the mosque and reach the entrance layer
of the nave by passing the entrance space with suitable elements. Thus, by observing appropriate spatial
concepts to the spatial layers, there is a possibility of diversity and innovation in design. In designing the
entrance space of the mosque, it is necessary to create a suitable front for pausing and moving in daily
use and various events by using the floored and green spaces and adjacency to the uses that are in line
with the spiritual space of the mosque. Although in the modernization of marginal functions or elements
that are combined with the mosque, the dominance of the main function should not be affected, but the
existence of consistent functions strengthens the role of mosques as a center of socio-cultural activities
and public relations so that the designs made in the path of excellence and evolution of meanings hidden
in the rich architecture of Iranian mosques.
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Lz =90



	01-30-8-Noori-14000327--b
	No31--English Abstract--b

