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Abstract

The Saqga-Nefar are specific architecture of Mazandaran province, and the origin of their formation are
date to ritual traditions of pre-Islamic periods. Currently, those are known as architecture of Ashura that
are in order to protect the sanctity of water and attributed to Aboulfazl (AS). Their architecture is
combination of architecture combination with semantic components in format of motifs and formation,
local and structural symbols which had undergone transformation of structural and formation according
to cultural context during various historical periods. The current research is seeking to answer for this
question: what cultural backgrounds were due to choose Nefar for keep up Ashura event and what signs
remain in those from pre-Islamic ritual architecture? This research is fundamental and theoretical
research that had been done through descriptive and analytical method. Data collection is based on
library source and field surveys. In regard to the research goal that it is finds Causes of evolution Nefar
to Saga-Nefar according to cultural context. The results of this research show: The survival of any
society over time is conditional on the transmission of values from one generation to the next, which
leads to the creation of "cultural heritage" and social memory. Architecture as a sub-branch of culture
isn’t a exception. What is passed from generation to generation as an architectural culture is the result
of the mental imagination, body and function of a building. The different cultures build their special
building and with symbolism define their cultural span. the cherishing of water origin from ancient ritual
of Iran that it be conformed to Islamic attitudes during Islamic period. The name of the nep, existence
wells, holly trees and historical geography of this region expresses signs of goddess of water (Anahita).
The conformity of the form of this building with the surviving fire temples and the roots of the
decorations from ancient myths show that this building had a function in accordance with the fire
temples. There were two kinds of Nefar during pre-Islamic period: one type belongs goddess of water
that was beside water source to worship, another type was used beside the farms to care water. Thus,
from beginning, Nefar had two duties (protection and worship). For this reason, they had transferred
Nefar as Saga-Nefar during Islamic period. In perspective of physical and decoration structure are
continuation of ancient temple that aligned with Shieh symbols.

Keyword: Saga-Nefar, Nefar, cultural continuity, symbolization of Ashura in architecture




