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Abstract

In Islamic architecture, especially in mosque, the main consideration is to the prayer spirit. For
this reason, Quran inscriptions cover the most parts of the decorations of architecture. Altars are
always one of the elements with full of motifs decoration because of dignity and its position.
The decorations are including Quranic verses and themes. Mosque decorations inscriptions
are a main source to investigation the views and religious thoughts. Identifying the Quranic
Inscriptions of stucco Ilkhanid alters and understanding their contents are the aims of this paper.
Totally, decorative inscriptions of Altars are divided to four groups; date, signature (name of
the architect and artist. Etc.), supplements and endowments, religious phrases (names of God,
the Quran verses, Hadith, name of the prophet and Imams). The present study focuses on the
themes of Quranic verses and the contents of them that used in Ilkhanid stucco altars. Altar
Stucco decorations consist mainly of arabesque motifs, geometric and inscriptions. One of the
visual characteristics of Ilkhanid stucco altars is “decorative inscriptions” that widely have
been performed in different styles and forms at the altars, so far the inscriptions become the
basic elements of altar decorations in the Ilkhanid Altars, the Oljayto altar and the Jame-bastam
altar are perfect examples that their design have been formed on inscription style. Perhaps
the importance of calligraphy in the seventh and eighth centuries AH, or a plurality of skillful
calligraphers- such as Yaghout Mosta'sami- caused further manifestation of calligraphy and
extension of Quranic inscriptions in decoration of buildings. Earlier Kufic script has been used
in decorating architecture at fourth century, Moreover Kufi script, other inscription styles such
as “Sols”, “Reqa’e” and “Solse-mos als’al” as well as ‘B anaiee’ and ‘M agheli’ in content of
religious phrases become popular in stucco decoration at Ilkhanid era.

In this study, some investigations were done with using descriptive-analytical method, to
achieve content of Quranic verses and their relations to the place application. The results of
twenty-one altars indicate that one to four suras of Quran used in an altar, for example the
Jame-Save mosque and the Jame-Bastam Mosque contain four different suras, meanwhile, just
the Oljayto altar have no “Quranic” inscriptions! Ilkhanid altars consist of twenty-one different
verse from suras that the first verses of “Mo 'menoun”, 1 to 4 verses of “D ahr”, 1 to 4 verses of
“Fat'h”, 255 vers of “Baghare”, 18 to 19 verses of “Tobeh”, and sura “Fateha” completely, were
the most used. Content of the altar inscriptions are grouped in few categories; “Tohidi verses”,
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“prays”, “characteristic of the believers”, “describe the characteristics of mosque authors”,
“Muslim victory over enemies”. Sometimes the inscriptions are used beside each other and
referring to essence of Allah, worshiping, and Allah praying. The contents of some verses are
the oneness of God and the worship of God, as well as the other verses reveal “characterization
of believers” that specify the qualities of ways and the path of believers. Praying is also one of
the first characteristics of the Muslims in Tohidi verses and also is specified rules of the pray
conduct, in order to guide believers on a direction and builds up a unity of Muslims with the
aim of achieving victory and pride.

In addition to the above, some features are stated to those build the mosques because the mosque
is the sacred in Islam and everyone does not deserve to enter in this way. Generally, verses of
the “Tohidi”, “prays”, and “authors of mosques” had the most usage. Hence, the content of altar
Quranic inscriptions is related to the application place and their dignity in the mosque, to lead
up the prayer spirit and richness up the people.

Keywords:Islamic Architecture, Quranic Inscription, Altar, Ilkhanid Stucco.




Managing Director: vice chancellor for

research-Iran University of Science and Technology

®

Editor-in-chief: Abdol Hamid Noghreh Kar

Administrative Director:

Mohammad Mannan Raeesi

Administrative assistant:

AmirHosein Yousefi

Persian literary Editor:
Sara Motevalli

Editorial Board Members:

Seyyed Gholam Reza Eslami: Associate Professor,
Tehran University

Hasan Bolkhari: Associate Professor, Tehran University
Mostafa Behzadfar: Professor,

Iran University of Science and Technology

Mohammad Reza Pourjafar: Professor,

Tarbiat Modares University

Mahdi Hamzeh Nejad: Assistant Professor,

Iran University of Science and Technology

Esmaeil Shieh: Professor, Iran University

of Science and Technology

Manoochehr Tabibian: Professor, Tehran University
Mohsen Faizi: Professor, Iran University

of Science and Technology

Hamid Majedi: Associate Professor, Science and
Research Branch, Islamic Azad University

Asghar Mohammad Moradi: Professor, Iran University
of Science and Technology

Gholam Hossein Memariyan: Professor, [ran University

of Science and Technology

Fatemeh Mehdizadeh: Associate Professor, Iran University

of Science and Technology
Mohammad Naghizade: Assistant Professor, Science and

Research Branch, Islamic Azad University

Ali Yaran: Associate Professor, Iran Ministry of Science,
Research and Technology

Design assistant: AmirHosein Yousefl

x
8
%
N
2
N
z
(2]
o

Scientific
Journal of Research
inlslamic Architecture

Excellence
Architecture

Center of
for Islami

Reviewers for Volume3, Numbero6:
Bahman Adibzadeh, Associate professor, Shahid Beheshti University

Hossein Esmaeili Sangari: Research Center of State Cultural Heritage
Organization

Azita Balali Oskuie: Assistant Professor, Tabriz Islamic Art University
Mohammad Reza Bemanian: Professor, Tarbiat Modares University
Mahdi Hamzeh Nejad: Assistant Professor, [ran University of
Science and Technology

Mahdi Khakzand: Assistant professor, Iran University of Science
and Technology

Leila Rahimi: Assistant Professor, Tabriz Islamic Art University
Ehsan Ranjbar: Assistant Professor, Tarbiat Modares University
Zahra Rahbarnia: Associate professor, Alzahra University
Mohammad Manan Raesi: Assistant Professor, Iran University of
Science and Technology

Mohammad Hosein Zakeri: Assistant Professor, Shiraz University
Reza Sameh: Assistant Professor, Imam Khomeni International University
Minoo Gharabeiglu: Assistant Professor, Tabriz [slamic Art University
Ali Omranipur: Assistant Professor, kashan University

Mohamad Bagher Kabirsaber: Assistant Professor, University of Tehran
Mansureh Tahbaz: Associate Professor, Sahid Beheshti University
Jafar Taheri: Assistant Professor, Ferdosi University

Abolfazl Meshkini: Assistant Professor, Tarbiat Modares University
Ghasem Motalebi: Assistant Professor, University of Tehran
Fatemeh Mehdizadeh Seraj: Associate Professor, [ran University
of Science and Technology

Seid Rasool Moosavi Haji: Associate Professor, Mazandaran University
Salahedin Molanaei: Assistant Professor, University of Kurdistan
Masood Nari Qomi: Lecturer, Kashan University

Ahad Ebrahimi Nezhad:Assistant Professor, Tabriz Islamic Art University
Tahereh Nasr: Assistant Professor, Shiraz University

Mohammad Naghizade: Assistant Professor, Science and Research
Branch, Islamic Azad University

Parisa Hashempur: Assistant Professor, Tabriz Islamic Art

Behzad Vasiq: Assistant Professor Jondy Shapoor University
Masumeh Yaghubi: Assistant Professor, Islamic Azad University

Address: Center of Excellence in Islamic Architecture, Iran University of Science and Technology, Narmak, Tehran, Iran
Tel/Fax: (21-98+) 77491243 / E-mail: jria@iust.ac.ir/ Website: http://iust.ac.ir/jria

L @B Oy @ O B L



ISSN 2382980-X

Scientific
Journal of Research
inlslamic Architecture

Center of Excellence
for Islamic Architecture
Vol. 3, No. 3, Autumn 2015

Various Types of Islamic City and Pointing Out to Defining the Major Aspects of
Ideal Islamic City

Mohammad Reza Pourjafar / Ali Pourjafar / Sima Safdari

Conceptual Refining and Solutions (Strategies) Description and Substantiation
Indicators of Four Principles of Mosque based, Neighborhood based, Introversion
and Naturalism in Iranian-Islamic City

Abolfazl Meshkini / Mahdi Hamzehnejad / Akram Ghasemi

Manifestation of Introversion Concept in Iranian Bazaars
Hassan Sajadzadeh / Roya Etesamian / Leila Khazaei

The “Quranic Teaching” and the “Ideal Islamic City”
Mohammad Naghizadeh

The Effect of the Cemeteries in the Development of Urban Structure of Tabriz City
since Ilkhanid Era to Safavid Fra
Lida Balilan Asl / Fahimeh Doustar

Examining the Layout of the Yard in the Historical Mosques of Shiraz
Zahra Tavakolian / Sara Bahmani Kazerooni

The Content of Quranic Inscriptions Used in Ilkhanid Altars
Atefeh Shekofteh

A Research on Two Octagonal Domed Tombs of Keshit and Nask in Golbaf, Kerman
Mohammad Ebrahim Zarei / Yadollah Heidari Babakamal / Majid Montazer Zohori



