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Abstract

Moderation is one of the characteristics of Godys creation. If the man claims to be Godys vicegerent, he
should be endowed with divine attributes to the best of his ability; the human constructions, of which
architecture is a part, should have this characteristic. In this research, we examined the relationship between
moderation in the architecture of mosques and creating a sense of the presence of the heart in this space.
In the first step, by descriptive-analytical method, we dealt with the concept of moderation in Islam; we
introduced proximity as a criterion of moderation and investigated the station of nearness to God. In the
next step, by examining the presence of the heart as one of the factors of proximity, we performed a semi-
structured interview, around the three systems that make up the place, namely the physical-spatial system,
collective-behavioral system and perceptual system, in three selected mosques of Tehran Bazaar. All three
mosques had relatively the same conditions in terms of age, location, physical characteristics and population
of clients. Then, by analyzing the content of the interviews, we developed from the extracted categories a
questionnaire for the reliability of the research, and tested in a wider statistical population in the mentioned
mosques. Finally, we examined the questionnaires by SPSS 26 software, LISREL and a combination of
two single sample t-tests and confirmatory factor analysis. The results indicate that the environment
of these mosques, in general, has a favorable effect on the presence of the heart in people, and in the
meantime, the physical and spatial characteristics of the environment of the mosques under test, among
all environmental systems, have the least positive effect on the sense of presence of the heart. Collective
behavioral characteristics are of second rank in this respect. The perceptual characteristics of the mosques
under study have the most positive effect on the presence of the heart in individuals, and accordingly, we
can consider each of the environmental systems close to moderation. Regarding each of the criteria of the
scheme of environmental systems, we can see the «elements in the space of mosques» under study as the most
effective criterion of the physical-spatial system in creating a sense of the presence of the heart. «Individuals)
performance and their relation to each other» in the space of the mosques under study is the most effective
criterion of collective-behavioral system in creating the presence of the heart. «Sense of attachment
resulting from familiarity with the constitutive elements of the mosque» is the most effective criterion of
perceptual system in creating the sense of the presence of the heart in the space of mosques under study.

Keywords: moderation, presence of the heart, Islamic architecture, mosque, Qajar period
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