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Abstract

Problem Statement: The concept of resilience has been mostly employed in disaster and human
geography studies, and research on resilience of environments to unnatural hazards has just begun,
requiring extensive reflection and consideration. Spatial resilience is considered as one of the new
dimensions in the field of resilience which seeks to address the issue of vitality and dynamics of
the space by preserving identity and function through focusing on the specific characteristics and
capabilities of space over time. Accordingly, a resilient space as an appropriate context provides
the possibility of continued vitality while maintaining dynamic performance, and in response
to changing conditions through adaptation to the needs and demands of the society, satisfies the
needs of spatial users' with different tastes and guarantees and sustains the vital system of space.
However, in today's cities, most of the newly constructed spaces are vulnerable to crises and lose
their efficiency quickly leading to users’ leave. Therefore, the historical bazaars of Iran as one of the
valuable spaces that have continued to operate despite various changes in different periods and have
been able to meet the daily needs, are of importance requiring consideration. Based on the foregoing,
to resolve a part of this epistemic gap, the present study with an emphasize on the domain limited to
Amir complex in the historical bazaar of Tabriz, and considering its position and role in the life of
the Bazaar Tabriz, has aimed to take measures in line with rooting of the resilience of this space and
examining its spatial capabilities. So, this research seeks to answer the following questions: What
are the factors affecting the realization of resilience in the historical space of bazaars? And how has
the resilience been realized due to the changes in the recent years concerning Amir Complex in the
historical bazaar of Tabriz?

Objectives: The present study is not aimed at discussing the concept of resilience, but rather
investigating the use of this term to understand the changing of spaces and also evaluate the
vulnerability reduction strategies. In other words, this study is aimed to investigate the environmental
characteristics affecting resilient spaces which requires reading of the physical-functional capabilities
of these spaces. This dimension which is concerned with environmental factors is considered as the
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dominant dimension of spatial resilience, because it goes beyond the various dimensions that are
regarded as the proposed basic criteria of a resilient space.

Methodology: This study is applied (qualitative type) in terms of method which has been conducted
using a case study. First, by analyzing the theoretical framework and by deductive research strategy,
the conceptual model of resilient space was extracted and to realize the determined objectives, the
application of this model to the study sample was tested with inductive research strategy. To collect
data, triangulation method was chosen employing direct observation, and interviewing and indirect
document-based. The obtained data was analyzed using logical argumentation and historical-
interpretive strategies; and for making a comparison and drawing the conclusion, the operational
findings of the three research tools were qualitatively analyzed with the comparative strategy.
Findings: By reviewing the literature on the capabilities of flexibility, adaptability, variability and
reactivity, the theoretical findings were extracted and tested. By making an association between the
results of empirical and theoretical findings based on the case study and also by adapting the data
obtained from the three research tools, it can be concluded that the manner of Amir Bazaar resilience
shows the environmental impact of four capabilities of the physical-functional dimension of space.
In examining the complex enjoyment of space capabilities, Raste Bazaar and Amir Junubi Timche
allocated the best situation to themselves. With promotion of consumerism pattern and the function
changing of inns and teams, and with regard to transforming shopping into a leisure experience, Amir
Raste Bazaar has captured the economic pulse of the complex through the variables of polyvalence,
multiple access and spatial communication, single trade activity, increasing number of retail units,
the activity and dynamics of all units, the alignment of form with the new trade and the expansion
of its trade in the complex, and has played a significant role in the continuity and resilience of the
complex.

Conclusion: Therefore, specialization and functional dynamics in the complex which increases the
desire to be present in the space and create competition between units, indicates the activity level of
the complex and the ability of the space to respond to changes in the environment, which has led to
continuity of life and resilience. Considering each component of physical-functional dimension of
space increases the resilience of the bazaar historical space; on the contrary, neglecting these factors
causes vulnerability and non-resilience over time.

Keywords: Tabriz Amir Bazaar, Spatial Resilience, Physical-Functional Dimension of
Space, Flexibility, Adaptability, Variability, Reactivity
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